
Dear all, I have an urgent prayer request: 

We need a miracle to navigate and expedite several Kenyan documents for both Justin and 
Imani.  Last year, the kids went to the Coast for a week with family friends, and when they 
returned, managed to dump their Kenyan passports into the washing machine along with the 
rest of their dirty clothes.  (Why were they both in one pocket?... we won't even ask.., let 
alone why didn't anyone check the pockets before adding soap?), and are almost beyond 
recognition.  We did follow up, got the necessary police abstract to confirm that they were 
irreparably damaged, which is what is required for replacing lost, stolen or damaged 
documents.  But then, Kenya was changing all passports to now electronic-chip passports 
starting last September or October, so since they would have to be replaced anyway, we 
waited a few months. 

So here's the "catch-22", with 3 sets of interconnected documents, of which we have none: 

1.  We need to urgently replace those Kenyan passports  - (the kids both have dual 
citizenship, so they do have their US passports - but they legally entered Kenya last time using 
Kenyan passports, which have the entry stamps).  However, all renewals/replacements must 
now be applied for on-line, through a government portal.   

2.  To do anything official on-line, one must register using one's Kenyan ID card and number, 
which one can get once one is 18.  However, to get the ID, one must present one's original 
birth certificate, which back when they were adopted, had been replaced with an official legal 
adoption certificate, through the High Court processes. 

3.  When the kids were each adopted through the High Court of Kenya, when the adoption 
was approved, it was required that  the adoption agency surrender the child's original birth 
certificate, and in its place, I, as the legal adoptive mother, received their official adoption 
certificate, with their new legal name.  Now, today in 2018, the govt. office won't recognize 
the adoption certificate, especially with a foreign mother, as a legitimate birth certificate, and I 
have had a lawyer working on getting an official birth certificate (which is what the govt. now 
does for new adoptions) since the beginning of March this year  - the government office 
apparently can see the original certificate in their old computer records, but are saying it is 
impossible to release it without having a copy ourselves.  To date, they are saying it is not 
possible. 

4.  This past Monday, a major breaking news story was aired across the region (Citizen TV), 
highlighting the number of stolen babies from hospitals, foreign adoptions that had been done 
as a facade for child trafficking, and even New Life Home (from where both Justin and Imani 
were adopted)  was mentioned as having taken a child from its mother and put up for 
adoption  - completely untrue - they bend over backwards to follow the law, do due diligence 
for each child, etc. - but none-the-less, it has caused an out-cry and clamp-down on especially 
any foreign adoptions. 

So...  I do believe in miracles, and so I am asking prayers that: 



1.  We can get the passports renewed by or preferably well before the end of August, based 
on the documents that we have, which was all that we needed before last year. 

2.  We can get official certified birth certificates for both of them, so that... 

3.  They can each get their national IDs, before we leave for the States in September. 

Thanks, team! 
Marta 

 


